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Attention WCC  Members

Rain Contest

First Contest of the Year
   In November the Woodstock Camera Club members had the opportunity 
to submit an image of their choice into the Open Category and to try their 
hand at Black and White photography. This offers a unique perspective 
on a lot of subjects. Removing colour in your image brings out the details, 
textures, and shapes. It makes an image look stunning and you can see the 
subject much more clearly.

.

    It is my pleasure to announce the finalists of the first WCC contest:
Black & White Category: 1st Place Robina Cullen - Ella; 2nd Place 
Sue Olmstead - Illusion; 3rd Place Paul Smith - Success! Meal Time; 
Honour Mention -  Matt Gremm - Great Blue Silhouette.
Open Category: 1st Place Brian Harris - Autumn Reflection; 
2nd Place Sue Olmstead - American Goldfinch, is it lunchtime yet?; 
3rd Place Paul Smith - “all-seeing eyes” Baudhanath  Stupa  Katmandu.
   Congratulations goes out to all the winners and to all the entrants for 
your valuable and creative input because you have helped make the con-
test a success.                                                                                  

   We received 41 entries from 24 members, 11 digital images, and 30 
prints, all of which gave our judges an enjoyable challenging job.  Winners 
were selected by an expert panel of judges that included Jason Gennings 
from Kitchener, Brian Thompson Brantford Expositor Staff Photographer 
and Brant Camera Club President from Brantford and accomplished artist 
Cathy Groulx from Woodstock. We thank the judges for their excellent 
work and expertise. Thanks also goes to Dave & Linda Feick, Brian Harris 
and Jeff Brown for assisting with the judging.
   Our first contest has come to an end but Contest  #2 ‘Macro’ and ‘Open’ 
is right around the corner in January.  Deadline January 18th, 2017

John Novak

It is going to be raining at the Year End Gala, Why?. . because there will 
be a photo contest that evening with the theme rain.  The Year End Gala is 
May 24, 2017 so you have plenty of time to be creative and capture rainy 
days, rain drops or anything related to rain.
Follow the WCC Size and Guidelines.  Image Deadline: April 26th meet-
ing or you can make arrangements to drop off your image before May 
10th, 2017. 
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Photographing on a Fall Day at the Grand River and Scenic Dam In Paris
October 22, 2016
  Woodstock Camera Club headed out to  
photograph the scenic Paris Dam on the 
Grand River in the quaint little town called 
Paris. A perfect fall adventure. 
  Paris, Ontario is a destination where 
you will want to get out your camera and 
find photo opportunities which are hiding 
around every corner, such as: old brick 
buildings on the edge of the river, kayakers 
paddling their way down the Grand River, 
waterfalls, bridges, historic buildings, and  
train tracks. Also you can discover unique 
boutiques as you wander the streets and 
don’t miss dining at one of the excellent  
restaurants. 

Photo: Kim Eller, Lee-Anne Creery, 
Christen Currie, Cheryl Douglas, 
Darrell Harper and Dave Feick. 
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 Photo by Bill Hall 

 Open   Second Place

Sue Olmstead
Black and White   Second Place

Sue Olmstead  Illusion

Honourable Mention

Black and White
Matt Gremm  

Great Blue Silhouette

Third Place

Black and White
Paul Smith

Success! Meal Time  

Third Place

Open   Paul Smith
All -Seeing Eyes

Photo of
Paul
 not 

available.

       American Goldfish, Is it lunch time yet?

2nd 2nd

HR 3rd 3rd



Treasures in a Warehouse
   Jeff, Brian and Dave entered a hot dark ware-
house on Delatre Street in August searching for 
that out of the box image. The building housed 
old tractors, cars, used implements and other 
hidden treasures. 
   Abandoned buildings have become one of the 
favorite subjects for many photographers.  They 
can find a lot of history, shadows, old broken 
windows and doors and so much more. There 
is a mystery to an old building and it’s contents 
along with  hidden treasurers but you must 
practice safety when entering a building. There 
is very little light, unexpected weak floors, and 
broken glass or maybe a creature or two. Bring 
along a small flashlight and always get permis-
sion to enter. 
    Once again the guys proved that you can find 
unique photos any place, any where, any time.
Old buildings are disappearing at a furious pace 
and 100’s are being demolished every year. Lets 
photograph them before it is too late.
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The Five Woodstock Camera Club Explorers!

  We can call Jeff Brown, Dave Feick, Brian Harris, Bob Bembridge 
and Jerry Cornell the guys who search out photo opportunities, they 
are always on the move finding locations and events to capture unique 
photos. When they head out together on an outing they will sometimes 
send out an email invitation to the members to join them. You may 
see their names in the newsletter a lot because they love to share their 
images and findings with the club. Don’t miss out on an invitation from 
these guys, you could find some unique photos and have a great outing.
   Jeff, Brian, Jerry, Bob and Dave traveled to Toronto on a couple of 
occasions to photograph the Street Art and at the November 16th meet-
ing they shared their photography with the members, taking them on a 
journey through the incredible Toronto Street Art. The guys saw a lot 
of fantastic art murals sprayed onto buildings, saw local street artists 
and got a feel for ethnic culture through murals in certain ‘hoods’ - 
Kensington Market or Chinatown. Some say it’s one of the best street 
art cities on earth. Toronto‘s Graffiti showcases inspire stories through 
art - it is a historic and photographic journey while they learned from 
the alleys educational content. 
  Rick Mercer strides and rants along these streets to get the attention 
of all Canadians’. We laugh at Rick’s humorous talks on politics on 
his show, but our vision is riveted to colourful street art moving along 
behind him. The back alley entrance can be found between Queen and 
Richmond Streets.  Murals change often, they’re not meant to last for-
ever so photographing the art work is what makes it exciting. Take a 
trip to Toronto and enjoy a day of photography. Check the Street Art 
website for directions and streets that are a must to see.

Jeff               Dave            Brian           Jerry              Bob

A Fund-raiser Event for BBBS
Everyone got dressed up for the 2nd Annual ‘Big Night Out’ for Big 
Brothers Big Sister’s Charity Ball. The event drew 500 people for the 
fundraising party.  The night included various draws, silent auction, 
dinner and dance and a 50/50 draw.

Diane Hatfield, the executive director of the BBBS invited WCC 
volunteers to the event to take photos in the Photo Booth and raised 
$870.00 for the cause. All the money raised went directly to the BBBS 
to support the children in the Woodstock and  District. WCC  volun-
teers were proud to be part of the fund-raiser.

Back row: Linda Feick, Ruth Ann Rule, Pat Foord, Yvonne Boniface
Front Row: Dave Feick and Frank Calic - Photographer



     
now 
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September 21, 2016
  Wilson Johnston spoke about Specialized 
Equipment  and new gadgets along with his 
colleague Mike Andik. 
  There are photographers who remain faithful 
to film and vintage cameras because there are 
things that film cameras do that digital can’t do.  
There are a lot of different types of vintage cam-
eras still available on the market today. While 
it may seem that the film camera’s appeal has 
fizzled away, there are many photographers out 
there who still use them out of nostalgia while 
others claim that film photographs simply look 
better. 
  Wilson is a professional photographer who has 
specialized in vintage cameras and equipment 
for many years.  He has been a valuable part 
of the Woodstock Camera Club since it began, 
sharing his knowledge with the members.
  He explained how to shoot a photo of a long 
subject that will be in focus from front to back. 
Along with Mike they discussed and demon-
strated a mix of vintage camera equipment as 
well as modern camera features. A lot of pros 
today use digital for their customers but use 
large format film for their fine art images. Being 
a film and vintage camera photographer is Wil-
son’s first choice but he now enjoys digital too.   
If you are interested in vintage cameras and 
equipment and where to purchase one - contact 
Wilson or search the website.

London’s Vintage Camera Show

London had been planning the October Vintage 
Camera Show for three months and it was over 
in a flash. They are thinking of doing another 
show in Spring 2017? Stay tuned - watch the 
website for upcoming dates.

Vintage Cameras Appeal

What is Macro? 
October 5, 2016 
  Jason Gennings, a motivated speaker, re-
turned to the club to speak on ‘Marco Photog-
raphy” He explained what Marco photography 
is all about along with macro gear and shooting 
techniques such as: focus, steady shooting and 
depth of field. Lighting equipment and trouble 
shooting with high-tech and low tech solutions 
was also reviewed.
  Cameras have a Macro setting but a Macro 
lens allows the photographer to capture the 
clear and finer details than would otherwise 
have not been seen. For example, the hairs on 
an insects face, or the pattern in its eye. Jason 
showed the members macro gear and lenses that 
can be used to take macro photography and also 
some more inexpensive ideas too.
  Try making a string mono-pod. The devices 
are cheap and easy to make and portable. A 
string mono-pod is just that, a piece of string 
or cord that is attached to your camera and long 
enough for you to step on. If you want, you can 
add a large washer to the bottom of the cord, 
which will give you something stable to step 
on. The tension between the ground and the 
camera helps keep the camera steady. 
  Purchase a threaded eyelet with a blunt end, 
one that fits into the tripod hole in your camera, 
along with cord and tie it to the eyelet. Make 
sure the cord is long enough to reach the ground 
for you to step on.

Contest #2 - Macro Photography and Open
  Macro photography is the category for the 
WCC Contest #2.  Deadline January 18th, 2017.

Jason Gennings is returning April 26, 2017 to 
speak on low light photography.  
Are you a photographer who fears the dark? 
Come out for an evening of instructions and 
hands on fun as Jason teaches us not to be 
afraid of the dark.              

Jeff Brown

Jason Gennings
© photos by R Rule

Honourable Mention

 
Congratulations to 

Jeff Brown on receiving 
Honourable Mention in a

 Wildlife Category.

Dianne Ward, Kim Eller, Brian Harris, and 
Dave Feick also submitted photos in the 
Bayfield Camera Club Fall Foto Fest along 
with James Cowie.

Linda Feick, 
President 2016/2017

   Well, here we are in December! 
Hard to believe we’ve already had three months 
of camera club this year. Our guest speakers so 
far have been informative and given us lots to 
think about.
  It is always interesting to see what ideas they 
can put into our heads, how we process what 
they tell us and then what the finished product 
is that we create. It always amazes me the ideas 
that people come up with! To me, it keeps the 
creative juices flowing and gives us new things 
to try that we may not have thought of or have 
never done before. Remember, we are never too 
old to learn new things. I find that if we do not 
try something different our minds and our pho-
tography get so stagnant or we get in that rut 
that we can’t seem to get out of.
  So, in this world of digital photography that is 
so cheap to process, don’t be afraid to get out-
side your comfort zone to try those new things. 
You may even surprise yourself! 
  With Christmas right around the corner and 
Winter fast approaching we will have lots of 
new photo ops waiting for us. Winter snow 
scenes, the Santa Claus parade and Santa House 
are a few of the many options waiting.
  I look forward to seeing lots of photos in the 
next few months based on what we have learned 
from the speakers we have had this far into our 
program. So get out there, conquer your fears 
and get snapping! I’m sure your results will be 
amazing!

Linda Feick



     

Cycling Coast to Coast
November 16, 2016
   Don Martel an award winning photographer
shared his amazing stories and photographs 
from his cycling adventure from Vancouver to 
Halifax. 

   

  Don was drawn to photography while enrolled 
in Business Administration at the University of 
Windsor. His schooling led to an eleven year 
career in the IT field and he traveled  throughout 
Canada and the United States. But his passion 
for photography was growing along the way. 
He enrolled in various photographic workshops 
which prepared him for a career change from 
computers to cameras.
  Don offers workshops. He has conducted solo 
workshops on the shores of the Bruce Peninsula 
for the last five years. Don is the founder of the 
Windsor Photo Guild, which hosts the Windsor 
International Photo Seminar each November.
He has also gives lectures and presentations to 
many camera clubs. For one of Don’s workshop 
check out the website for contact information  
www.donmartel.com   
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Abstract Photography
October 19, 2016 

 
  Kim Manley-Ort lives in Niagara on the  
Lake, Ontario not far from Niagara Falls.   Kim 
likes to see the eye, mind and heart in her pho-
tos and this is what her photography shows.
   Her intention is to be fully in the moment, with 
the understanding that the best photographs 
emerge from the experience. She expressed that 
abstracts are meant to be felt, not understood!
The oddest things can make an outstanding  ab-
stract image. It is that simple, What you see is 
what you get. 
  Her camera is her tool to approach life as an 
explorer. Abstract photography will teach us to 
slow down, pay attention, and connect with the 
world around us.
  Practice composition and visual design (light, 
lines, shapes, textures, colour). Tap into the 
emotional or essential aspects of a scene and 
simplify, experiment with breaking the rules, 
play and have fun.  Kim offers workshops that 
can be found on the website - 

Kim Manley-Ort Photographer.
Enter Contest #3 - Abstract Photography and 
share you images with the members. 

Join the Fun!

Create a St. Patrick’s 
Greeting Card
  We know it is still 2016 but what better time 
to design a St. Patrick’s Day Greeting Card  is
throughout the winter months and be ready to 
enter the 2017 Greeting Card Contest.
  Greeting Cards featuring your photography are 
a nice way to say hello or celebrate an occasion. 
  Unleash your  creativity and make a digital or 
manual card. Scrap booking is welcome too. 
Guidelines: Regular card size, must include 
your own photography and a verse is optional. 
Please bring your cards to the club meeting on 
March 15th where they will be displayed on a 
table. If you are designing your card digitally 
please send before March 1st, 2017 to 
wccprogram@woodstockcameraclub.com

 Have you heard of the ‘Luck of the 
Irish”?  You could be a winner!

Mark Your Calendars for 2017Kim Eller
Program Chair 2016/2017

  After a busy summer organizing this seasons 
program with a very helpful committee, we 
came up with a great line up so far. We have 
learned about vintage and modern camera 
equipment, macro photography and seeing and 
photographing every day objects as abstract 
images. Even cycling across Canada has been 
photogenic.
  We have seen raptors flying and fall colours 
on our outings with more outings planned for 
the new year. Hopefully some of these images 
make it to the contests.
  2017 promises to be just as educational with 
learning to put our vacation pictures to a slide 
show or into a photo book to share with our 
family and friends.
  I feel we just got started and now we will be 
taking our Christmas break, but our members 
will be very busy with the Christmas Potluck 
and Santa House. 
  Keep your cameras out over the holidays and 
practice what we have learned so far. You never 
know what you may capture. Kim Eller

Don chatting with Bruce Hartley

A New Lease on Life for the 
Kodak Building - A sight to see!

The heritage building was being relocated to 
make room for the new LRT line. One won-
ders, how a building of this size could be trans-
ported. It happened and it was a sight to see. 
Photographers captured the event. Kodak is a 
well known name in the film industry and we 
all remember buying film for our cameras

WANTED
Photos from WCC Outings

Have you wanted to make a photo book with 
your photography ? The February 15th, 2017 
meeting will show how it is done with photos 
from WCC outings. Members will view the 
stages of composing a book and how to send it 
off to be printed. You could see yourself in this 
book - a real keepsake!
Photos from WCC outings are needed from 
club members in order to create this book. 
Send your photos to Kim by February 3rd.
wwcprogram@woodstockcameraclub.com



     
  

. . . and the Camera Club members 
are out with their Cameras

Woodstock Santa Claus Parade
  On November 19th the Santa Claus Parade 
left the Fairgrounds and traveled down Dundas 
Street to Vansittart Ave.  The WCC volunteers 
Bonnie Hewitt, Dave Feick, Karen Aubin,  Rick 
Dutton, Laurie Blake walked the parade route 
taking photos of floats, clowns and bands.  
These photos were collected and presented to 
the BIA. 

Woodstock 
Christmas Lights

  Christmas lights are beautiful to behold, and 
it’s not every day of the year that you get to see 
them. This is a wonderful time of the year to 
capture Christmas lights and practice your night 
photography. The lights downtown aren’t the 
only lights you can take photos of because the 
city of  Woodstock is full of festive lights. 
  View the lights as you drive around the city 
and capture photos at your own leisure. Check 
out the home across from Victoria Park - you 
will find a stunning display of lights.

Photos with Santa 
  The Santa House is now open and Woodstock 
Camera Club volunteers are photographing 
100’s of pictures with Santa  right up to the 23rd 
of December.
  It is a tradition to have your children, grand-
child and family photographed with Santa. 
Adults and children line up to see Santa and tell 
him what their wish is for Christmas. It is one 
of the defining images of Christmas, so spread 
the word and come on down and see the jolly 
fellow in red. 
  We are so happy that Santa returned to Wood-
stock again this year to help the Woodstock 
Camera Club and BIA spread Christmas Spirit 
in the community. 
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Monica, Linda Feick WCC President, 
Ketine, Matthew and Trent

July 30, 2016

Youth Photo Contest
 BBBS staff, parents, and mentors along with 
WCC volunteers celebrated with pizza as the 
awards were presented to the winners of the 
Photo Contest. This contest gave the kids the 
opportunity to try their hand at photography. 
  The goal of the contest was to encourage artis-
tic skills and cultural enrichment while helping 
the youth develop an interest in cameras. 
  Ruth Ann Rule started the evening off intro-
ducing the volunteers and explaining what the 
contest was all about. Everyone encouraged 
the young photographers to continue capturing 
pictures throughout the summer holidays and to 
discover things that surrounded them and also 
to enter some youth photo contests - a good way 
for them to express themselves through their 
photography. All photos were viewed on the 
screen. Linda Fieck, WCC President, presented 
the awards to the winning photographers - 1st 
Place Matthew; 2nd Place Monica; 3rd Place 
Trent, Honourable Mention Ketine. Awards of 
achievement in photography were presented by 
Yvonne Boniface. 

 
   

Images were printed off by Jerry Cornell and 
he presented these to the photographers.  Thank 
you once again Jerry for your kind donation.
Looking forward to the next SOAR Program.

Amateur Photo Contest
  

 Amateur Photographers submitted 100’s of 
images in the 2016 Fair Photo Contest. It is im-
portant to take the challenge of entering ama-
teur photo contests to help you advance in your 
photography and to take the next step. 
  Woodstock Camera Club members can submit 
images as long as they are not a professional 
photographer.   Each year a member from our 
club is invited to judge the images at the fair 
and this year Linda Feick had the honour, pick-
ing the first second and third winners and ‘Best 
of Show’. 

Give back to the club and the community by 
volunteering. 

The Event Coorindator will be looking for 
Volunteers for the Cancer Relay in June 2017. 

Jerry Cornell showing a slide show of the images

Enjoying the Fair!
  The sights and sounds of the Woodstock Fair 
were the attractions during the last few days of 
August. Many people passed through the gates 
to enjoy the midway, food and refreshments, 
exhibits, cattle and horse shows along with  
grandstand entertainment. Since 1836, the 
Woodstock Fair has been the signature event 
of the Woodstock Agricultural Society. This 
year the WCC volunteers came forward to help 
the society record the midway and events. Free 
passes were given to Brian Harris, Christen 
Currie, Frank Calic, Dave Feick, and Robina 
Cullen in order for them to enter the gates at 
any time to capture candid shots.

© Photos by 
   Robina Cullen
   and  Frank Calic

VolunteersVolunteers It’s the Holiday 
Season
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Learning Experience at the Canadian Raptor Conservancy

  The Woodstock Camera Club outing to the 
Canadian Raptor Conservancy was a success. 
The weather was sunny and warm with some 
light cloud late in the morning.  
   The sunny condition was a challenge for-
most of us, especially me. New to photography, 
with the help of the others in our group of 13, I 
learned a lot.  The main challenges for me were 
the light conditions, background and especially 
the birds in flight.  The hosts were most helpful 
in teaching us how to set up and where to stand 
when they were displaying the raptors.  
   During the course of the morning, we were 

Photos by ©Richard Skevington

able to photograph the following eight species 
of raptors:   Great Horned Owl, Eurasian Eagle 
Owl, Barn Owl, Bald Eagle, Peregrine Falcon, 
Harris’s Hawk, Red-tailed Hawk and Harlan’s 
Hawk, a sub-species of the Red-tailed Hawk.  
                                               Richard Skevington

©Photos by Kim Eller

~ Grand Valley Image Battle ~ 
November 6, 2016

Congratulations  1st Place Highland Glen. 
Image Battle started in 1974 as the “Golden 
Triangle Slide Battle.”   During the first few 
years, clubs competed from Guelph, Kitchener,  
Fergus, Galt, and Brantford.   Clubs from Strat-
ford, Orangeville and Halton Hills joined in the 
early 2000’s and by 2006 the GRIPS, Maitland 
Valley and Woodstock clubs also joined. With 
the increased popularity of digital cameras, 
the prints and digital photos were added to the 
slides in 2007, when the competition was host-
ed by Highland Glen Camera Club.  In 2008 
the competition was renamed the Grand Valley 
Image Battle.  Slides were dropped in 2009 and 
entries are now print and digital photos.
   WCC members who submitted images in the 
competition were: Christen Currie - Takeoff,  
Kim Eller - Irish Mist, Harold Watling - Barn  
Owl, Colin Hutchinson - Reel Hands, Ralph 
Boniface - Storms a Coming, Jeff Brown - Chi-
cago Skyline, Scott Knox - Red Tail Hawk, 
David Feick - Old Windmill, Susan Olmstead- 
American GoldFinch, Karen Guthrie - Home 
Sweet Home, Ken Olmstead - Iron Ink, Rick 
Dutton - Dorchester Pond,  John Nicol - Pre-
paring by Candlelight, David Feick - Red Vel-
vet, Bonnie Hewitt - Edinborough Castle, Bri-
an Harris - Autumn Reflection, Jerry Cornell 
- The Blacksmith. Jeff Brown took the highest 
score in the Woodstock Club.
   It was great to gather with photographers 
from other clubs and view their photography 
on a beautiful fall like day and let’s not forget 
the delicious lunch that was enjoyed by every-
one. 
  In this competition the Woodstock Camera 
Club placed 5th out of 11 clubs, a job well 
done! Congratulation to 2nd Place GRIPS 
Kitchener and 3rd Place Brant Camera Club.
In 2014 Woodstock placed 1st so next year get 
ready to enter the competition with your very 
best image and put Woodstock Camera Club’s 
name back on the trophy.
 

©Photos by Kim Eller

©Photos by Richard Skevington

Great Christmas 
Gifts



Calling Photographers to
Document Improvements

              Why document photography?  
   It is an method of recording history.  This is 
what makes photography one of the most im-
portant methods of documentation of events, 
both historically and in present day.
  Southside Pond and Cedar Creek has been a 
landmark for the community and surrounding 
areas for many centuries. As children we all 
remember the family reunions, Sunday school 
picnics and wading in Cedar Creek catching 
frogs and little tadpoles or sitting on the banks 
on a hot summer day to fish.  Now as adults 
we are still enjoying the park with children and 
grandchildren. Can you imagine how many 
photos have been taken in this park over the 
years?
  In the 40’s the pond was the swimming hole 
for the city, of course that was when the pond 
held quality water but as the years passed by 

and the progress will leave good memories for 
your family. If you are out and about take your 
camera and capture the changes that are being 
made.  See you at the park!   
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the pond became unsafe to swim and  canoeing 
came to a halt, the pond became invaded with 
the fertilizer run-off from farms, waste from 
our feathered friends and phosphorus accumu-
lating in the man-made channel and the pond 
and creek.
   The Cedar Creek is a big asset so the City’s 
Engineering Department has come up with an 
environmental plan which will help improve 
the health of the creek.  They have known for 
sometime that changes were required in order 
to make the water free of algae which can de-
stroy ecosystems.  Reconstruction of the creek 
that flows through Southside Park started in 
September 2016. 
Cedar Creek is the first phase and the stone 
walls are being ripped down and a meander-
ing river is being created with plants and trees 
along the edge. This will encourage cooler and 
stiller water to help the fish. Bill Hall thought 
this would be a great photo op and a project for 
the members. Recording the construction work 

Discover the perfect venue for all
your desires in hospitality excellence!

Our full service banquet
facility can cater to all 
your special occasions.

580 Bruin Boulevard, Woodstock ON N4V IE5   Tel: 519-537-5586 or 1-800-667-4466
email: sales@woodstockqualityhotel.com       www.woodstockqualityhotel.com

• Complimentary Hot Breakfast •A modern on-site GoodLife fitness facility with 
   14,000 sq. ft. of equipment - open 24 hours on weekdays  • Business Centre
• Complimentary Wireless Internet Access in all meeting rooms & bedrooms 
• Outdoor Pool • 135 spacious guest rooms and suites


